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To Whom It May Concern: 

It is my honor to write a letter of support on behalf of the Winning Edge-Game Changing Retreat. I have 
had the pleasure of seeing first-hand what happens when good people blend collaboration and support of 
others; it equates to an impactful retreat for student-athletes of color who will be, our next young rising 
sport business professionals. Being able to support such an important event was a wonderful reminder as 
to “why” I am in this industry. I have been in college athletics for the past 20 years and I love each 
moment, especially the moments when I can give back.  The Winning Edge gave me that opportunity. I 
was able to support two University of Miami student-athletes and one Nova Southeastern University 
student-athlete to attend the Game Changing Retreat-Miami 2018. I also was a guest for the Dinner of 
Influence portion, which was a successful night of serious networking, engagement and fine food, with a 
beautiful view.  

I am currently serving as the Senior Associate Athletic Director of Student Athlete Development at the 
University of Miami (UM). I work closely with many of our students, assisting them with their personal 
and professional development, in order to enhance their overall undergraduate experience. I place the 
focus on the following areas: personal development, leadership development, career development, 
community service, campus outreach and advising our Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC), 
which is our student athlete leadership and advisory group. I am also the sport administrator for the Track 
& Field/Cross Country teams, which is special, because I was a college sprinter at Bowling Green State 
University. I continue to find excitement in my roles at the University of Miami and take great pride in 
being the first African American Female member of Miami’s executive athletic staff. 

Being a part of the Winning Edge was energizing because sharing my story with the first cohort allowed 
me to see the future of our sports industry will be in capable hands. The retreat gave these young people 
so much, but what stood out was the career development, networking and assisting them with their 
professional presence. These skills take years to polish, but they are certainly on their way-with the 
guidance from the Winning Edge! What Maria Taylor and Corrine Milien created for these young people 
needs to continue with even more support in order to reach many more student-athletes who desire to 
be great and make an impact of their own. I would be happy to lend my support to this important event 
each year-I hope you will join me! I want all college student-athletes to realize “everything you need to 
accomplish your goals is already in you”.  

The Winning Edge can provide student-athletes of color a professional, safe space of empowerment to go 
out and accomplish great things!   

Respectfully,  

Shirelle Jackson  

Shirelle E. Jackson  
University of Miami  
  


